FRIENDS OF MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD
NEWSLETTER APRIL 2020
CV-19 VIRUS CLOSES PARK

FOMB ACTIVITIES CANCELLED

JUNE REENACTMENT IN JEOPARDY

The current health crisis has closed Monmouth Battlefield State Park, and has cancelled all FOMB activities until further notice. Park buildings were closed on March 16, and the Park itself was shut down by the order of Governor Murphy on April 5. 


Our activities for the foreseeable future were canceled as of March 14. The last events we ran were a battlefield tour on March 1 and having the gift shop open on March 8.


At this point, we are not sure when the Park will reopen or when we will be able to resume our activities. Nor are we sure if we will be able to run our annual battle of Monmouth reenactment, which is scheduled for June 20-21. If a decision is made to cancel it, we will at once post a notice on our website, which is at www.friendsofmonmouth.org. Likewise, we will post a notice there when our events start up again. Either way, our next newsletter will be sent out in early June. Hopefully, it will include plans for the reenactment and the Battle of Monmouth Memorial Weekend on June 27-28. If not, it will give an update on the status of the Park and our programs.

Among our spring programs that have been cancelled are: March 25 lecture on Molly Pitcher at the library; tours on March 29, April 5, April 19, May 2 and May 10; “Weekend in Old Monmouth” activities on May 3-4; and the Civil War drill at the Craig House on May 16-17. Craig House did not open on April 5 as scheduled, and we are not sure when it will reopen.


Scheduled events for June are listed later in this newsletter. 
FEBRUARY TALKS AT PARK GO WELL
In February our President, David Martin, gave two talks in the Park auditorium on different aspects of the battle.  On February 9, he spoke on the topic of “Black and Native American Troops at Monmouth”  to a large audience of over 40. The most famous Black at the battle was Billy Lee, who was General George Washington’s principal servant (valet). The most notorious Black soldier in New Jersey during the war was “Colonel” Tye, a runaway slave who worked for the “Associated Loyalists” in 1779-1780 and conducted brutal raids in Monmouth County. Current studies suggest that about 100 Blacks and 50 Native American troops were at Monmouth. The program was given in honor of Black History Month.
On February 23, Dr. Martin addressed a smaller group on “General George Washington Minute by Minute at Monmouth.” His theme there was that Washington made a critical decision around 12:45 PM, just after his first meeting with General Charles Lee, to stay on the field and continue the battle. Up until that point, the battle had not been going at all well, and he could have easily withdrawn from the field and accepted yet another defeat at British hands. Instead, he showed confidence in his troops, and the fact that over half his army was reaching the battle area from Englishtown and was beginning to deploy on the strong position at Perrine Hill. This key decision enabled his army to secure a draw in the battle – a draw that was soon thereafter advertised to be an American victory. The program was given in honor of General Washington’s birthday on February 22.
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DIARY OF PRIVATE JEREMIAH GREENMAN
DESCRIBES THE CAMPAIGN AND BATTLE OF MONMOUTH


Jeremiah Greenman served in the Rhode Island regiment during the Monmouth campaign. He lived from 1758 to 1828. During the battle, he fought in Colonel Grayson’s detachment and took part in Charles Lee’s morning attack and also in the noontime defense of the Hedge Row line. We hope that you will find it interesting. Original spelling and most of the original punctuation is preserved. The text is taken from the book Diary of a Common Soldier in the American Revolution, 1775-1783: An Annotated Edition of the Military Journal of Jeremiah Greenman, published by Northern Illinois University Press in 1978.
GREENMAN’S ACCOUNT OF THE CAMPAIGN BEFORE MONMOUTH
[Tuesday June 9]. Continuing att Camp att valey forge. Nothing Remarkable.

[Wednesday June 10]. This morn at the beat of the Genl. struck our tents. Marcht about a mild over the Schoolkills River & Piched our tents in a field in providence town Ship.

[Thursday June 11 to Sunday June 14]. Continuing in Camp in providence town Ship. Sum Small Showers of wrain. Nothing more remarkable. We hear that thare is a general exchge of prisonmers to be very soon, and that fore men is gone to the Congress to try to settle a peace.
Monday June 15]. This day a Number of prisoners came from philidelphy who informs us that the enemy is gitting every thing in readiness to go to New York & we hear that the French is proclaimed war against great britton.

[Tuesday June 16 to Thursday June 18]. Continuing in Camp near chalkiss, a Number of prisoners came out of philedelphia. Continuing in Camp. Nothing very Rem’bl [remarkable]. This day we hear that the enemy is left philidelphia and a Capt of our train been in to phidelphia. Last night about twelve oClock att the beet of the Genl. Struck our tents. Marcht  about 4 milds & incampt in a large field.

[Friday June 19]. This morn att the beet of the Genl. struck our tents. Marcht four or five milds. Stopt a few moments then pushed on as far as Newbriton ware we halted about one oClock & piched our tents in a larg field ware we tarried all day.

[Saturday June 20]. This morn the genl beet att two o’Clock. We Struck our tents. Marchd about 7 milds & made a halt at a small town  cal’d green town.
Then pushed on in the rain. Crost the dilliware, pushed about 5 milds to Amwell ware we piched our tents in a field. We hear that the enemy is bound for brumswick.
[Sunday June 21]. This morn att the beet of the Genl struck our tents, march about a mild then was order’d to march back to the field ware we incampt ware we continued all day. Exspecting Genl. Washington to cross the dilliware. Very hot whether. Order’d to be in readiness for to march in the morn.
[Monday June 22]. Continuing in amwell. Wraining wether. Genl. Washington crosst the river with a large Number of troops. There is 4 hunderd of the enemy desert’d with two comissoned officers.

THE CAMPAIGN BEFORE MONMOUTH (continued)
[Tuesday June 23]. This morn started from amwell. The hole army marcht toward prince town. Marcht about ten milds & stopt [at] Hopewell. Then the Rijmts marcht off. Left part of our division on the Ground wich was command’d by Genl. Lee. Then we marcht in to a field ware we fixed our arms & lay on the Ground in the field. Misty wraiming wether. 
[Wednesday June 24]. This morning there was a detchmt of 5 thousan men sent toward the enemy. Continuing in hope will [Hopewell]. Holding our Selvs in readiness to march. We hear that the enemy is gone to south Amboy.

[Thursday June 25]. This morn the Genl. Beet, we paraded the Rijt. & slung our packs. Marchd as far as rockey hill ware made a small halt. Then pushed on as far as Kingstown ware we made a halt and sent out a large guard. Very hot & sulty wether. We have Intilligence of the enemy being about fourteen milds off & the Militia close after them. We hear that a Number of hussars left the enemy. Att Sun down marcht into a field ware we grounded our arms & order’d to stay by them ware we stayed about half an owr. Then marcht 5 milds and halted in a flax field at a place call’d long Bridge.
[Friday June 26]. This morn started very early. Pushed on 6 milds as far as a small town cal’d Crambury ware we made a halt ware we heard of the enemy being about 18 milds a head & the enemy a pushing on for Sandy hook. Hear we stayed three owers & drawed sum privision. Our Division was order’d forrid [forward] under the command of Genl. Lee. We went about 6 milds & made a halt. Sum very heavy Shower of wrain & Thundr.
[Saturday June 27]. This morn turn’d out from among the wett grass. Pushed on 6 milds near Englishtown ware we draw’d 40 rounds of Cartireges. Then marched into the wood ware we heard a Number of Cannon fir’d toward the 
Surthurd of us. Then we march’d about half a mild to the left of the army ware we stopt an owr. Then we ware order’d to sling our packs. We marcht half a mild into a Medow almost to the wright whare I took quarts [quarters] under a huckel bury buch [huckleberry bush]. In the night it wrain’d & cold.
GREENMAN’S ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE OF MONMOUTH
[Sunday June 28]. Englishtown. This morn att two oClock we slung our packs. Advanc’d towards the enemy about 3 milds from ware we lay, part of the militia & light horse that was on the wright engag’d the enemy. Then our Division under the Command of Genl. Lee advanced towards the enemy. Thay form’d in 
a Sollid Collom then fir’d a voley at us. Thay being so much Superior to our

Number we retreated. Thay begun a very heavy Cannading.  Kil’d a few of our Rijmt. Then we form’d again under a fence ware the light horse advanced on us. 
We began a fire on them very heavy, then the footmen rushed on us. After a Number of rounds we was obliged to retreat.  A Number of our men died with heat a retreating. A number of troops form’d in the rear of us and sum artillera wich cover’d our retreat. Thay began a fire on the enemy, then thay [the British] retreat’d. Left the Ground with about a thousand kil’d & wounded, on our Side about two hundred kill’d & died with heat. After We retreated we went back to the ground ware we left in the morning att English town, ware we buried sum of our officers. [in the battle] rec’d a ball in my left leg.
THE CAMPAIGN AFTER MONMOUTH

[Monday June 29]. Continuing in English town. This day we buried all the dead. The enemy gone off intirly. Very hot indeed so that the men that went on a march retreating yesterday thoy’d away thay packs & so forth and a Number dyed before ye enemy retreated back.  

[Tuesday June 30]. Continuing in a field near to English town. Water very scarce indeed. Such a Number of Solders that water is almost as scarse as Liquor & what is got is very bad indeed. We hear that the enemy is got to Statton Island. This afternoon we draw’d two days provision & fit for a march.

[Wednesday July 1]. This morn att two oClock the Genl. beet. We fix’d our packs marched off about 9 milds & stop’d in a pine woods about an ower. Then we slung our packs. Marcht about a mild near to a brook about half a mild from Spotswood ware we continued till 12 oClock at Night.
[Thursday July 2]. This morn at 12 oClock A.M. ye Genl. beett. We fixed our packs. At one the troop beet. We marched off from Spots wood town. Marcht ten milds. Came to brumswick. Marcht about a mild & grounded our packs. Very hot wether indeed. Our baggage came to us. We pitched our tents. rain & very squaly.
[Friday July 3]. Continuing near Brumswick. Rain. Very hot sultry wether.

[Saturday July 4]. Continuing in a field about a mild from Brunswick. In  the afternoon the hole of the army perad’d and form’d two lines ware they fir’d thirteen peases of Cannon & the hole of the army fir’d the rounds and gave 3 chears in memory of Independance.

[Sunday July 5]. Continuing in our tents. Every man order’d to hold him Self in readiness for to march.

[Monday July 6]. This morn the genl. beet. We struck our tents. My Self being poorly I came with the bag’e wagons. Came as far as quibeltown ware we made a halt to 5 oClock. Then pushed on to Scoch plains ware we lay all Night.
[Tuesday July 7]. This morn at the genl. beeting we struck our tents. Marcht as far as west field ware we made a small halt. Then we pushed on as far as Spring field ware we made a halt for all Night. Very hot wether indeed.

[Wednesday July 8]. This morn the Genl. beet at 3 oClock. We marcht to the hights of New work [Newrak] ware we halted an ower. Then we pushed on about 4 milds from Newwork ware we made a halt all day. Genl. Lee being under an arrest we was commanded by a prusan [Prussian] Genl. nam’d Barron de Steuben.

FOMB MEMBERSHIP


Thanks to members who have renewed for 2020. You should have received your membership cards by now, let us know if you did not.  If you have not renewed recently, please do so using the membership form later in this newsletter. 
We hope to see you at one of our events once the Park reopens. Thanks!

INTERESTING ORIGINAL PLANS FOR
MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD STATE PARK

Your President has been whiling away part of his at-home confinement during the Corona Virus pandemic by reading through the original plan for Monmouth Battlefield State Park. It was written in 1968 for the Department of New Jersey, Department of Conservation and Economic development, Division of Parks, Forestry and Recreation. The Park itself opened in 1978. It is interesting to review some of the plans proposed in 1968. Especially those that were not carried out. 
Here are some of the more interesting points.

*** The Park was originally to be accessed by a proposed east-west thoroughfare to be called the “Garden State Thruway,” which was to run from Woodbridge to Toms River. This “Thruway,” of course, was never constructed, though its current legacy is the four lane divided east-west highway known as State Route 33.


*** Anticipated visitation was 750,000 per year. Actual visitation has been about half that (336,000 in 2017).

*** Main goals were construction of a Visitor Center and restoration of the historic scene.


*** Original plans were for a small information center at the Park entrance off what is now Business Route 33 West.

*** The original plan for the Visitor Center made it appear like a fort, including a fortress like observation tower over the battle. In fact, this plan looked a lot like the Visitor Center built about the same time at Fort Lee, New Jersey, which was designed to look like a fort. Fortunately, the Visitor Center was redesigned before being built. (The original Visitor Center was gutted in 2015 and replaced by the current building.)


*** Original plans were to include a 200-seat theater/auditorium in the Visitor Center. This was later scrapped, and we had no auditorium until the new Visitor Center was built.


*** Original plans were to construct a six-mile long, one way paved tour road around the battlefield, with four primary interpretive stops (Combs Hill, reconstructed Parsonage, Craig House, and an overlook on Perrine Hill. These plans are still on the drawing board.

*** Original plans were to reconstruct part of the old Parsonage as an interpretative center, complete with barn and orchard. (The Parsonage was a key part of the late portion of the battle; constructed in the early 1700s, it was torn down in 1860).  


*** Original plans were to erect riding stables for horses off the western slopes of Combs Hill (where the Visitor Center is)!


*** Original plans were to create a full Continental artillery park on Combs’ Hill, where four American cannons were positioned during the   battle.  This would have been great; by the way, there is a magnificent recreated artillery park at Fort Ligonier in western Pennsylvania, near Pittsburgh. It is well worth a visit if you are in the area!
ORIGINAL PLANS FOR MBSP (continued)
*** There was a plan to have Route 522, the main east-west road through the  middle of the Park, reconfigured in the shape of a colonial period roadway (like you would see at Williamsburg).
*** It was recommended that a 15-20 minute “motion picture” be filmed to tell the story of the battle. (We ended up with a not bad 12-minute video, which is shown on request for free in the Visitor Center.)

*** Interestingly, “a live action reenactment of the battle is not recommended because of the expense and logistical problems.” In fact, a reenactment was held in 1978 when the Park opened, and reenactments have been held regularly since at least 1991.

*** An “active tour program” and “a self guiding tour booklet” were highly recommended. FOMB has been sponsoring these for years.

*** A “nocturnal sound and light display” was recommended, much like one might see at the Eiffel Tower or the Pyramids. Fortunately, this plan was never carried out!

*** A “comprehensive library for books, maps, pictures and reference materials” was recommended. The current Park office has a serviceable library; a much larger one is being planned jointly by the Park and us for the meeting room in the surviving wing of the old Visitor Center.


*** An active living history plan was recommended (which is happening).

*** The historical article attached to the report identified Molly Pitcher as Mary Ludwig Hays, a theory that is not now generally accepted by those in the know.

*** The historical article favored the spring near Wemrock Road as the site of Molly Pitcher’s well, with a second choice at or near the Parsonage. Both sites are now generally discredited.

*** The report was enchanted by the mysterious “trench” along the west side of the Parsonage Lane, and tried to relate it to the battle. My current thought is that this might be the location where many of the battle’s slain are buried. (Yes, the battlefield dead are still on the field; most were hastily interred near where they fell the day after the battle. Their burial sites are not known, and it is one of our goals to try to locate and honor them.)

These plans are certainly of interest as we draw up ways to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the battle in 2028!
Excerpt from the Introduction to this Study
Because of its significance in the Revolution and as one of the few major battles fought on New Jersey soil, the State of New Jersey is acquiring the site under the Green Acres Program as an historic park. Located in the rural but rapidly urbanizing western Monmouth region, the battlefield site will comprise 1450 acres of land [now about 1900 acres] upon completion of the acquisition. A large measure of credit is due local historic groups, particularly Monmouth Battlefield Association, Inc. [predecessor of FOMB, which was founded in 1990], and the Monmouth County Historical Society, for prompting and supporting State acquisition and restoration of the battle site.
‘EARLY RELICS OF THE BATTLE

The hundredth anniversary of the Battle of Monmouth was commemorated in grand style in 1878; this will be described in a future newsletter. As part of the celebration, a number of interesting relics of the battle were placed on display. The following excerpts are taken from appendix pages 16 and 19 of Old Times in Old Monmouth: Historical Reminiscences of Old Monmouth County, New Jersey, by Edwin Salter and George C. Beekman, published in 1887. We can only wonder where these interesting relics ended up!
RELICS OF MONMOUTH


When Mr. Throckmorton had finished his oration, some relics of the battle of Monmouth, picked up on the field of battle, were exhibited to the audience by Mr. Thenford Woodhull, of New York city. The relics consisted of a sword and two bayonets. The sword was presented in 1825 to Dr. Gilbert Woodhull. It is the sword of a British officer. One of the bayonets was plowed up on the battle field about the year 1825. The other was picked up on the day of  the battle by Rev. Dr. John Woodhull, for many years pastor of the Tennent Church.

THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP MUSEUM


The Old Curiosity Shop Museum, which was situated on South street, was well worth the admission. The curiosities were carefully selected from various portions of the county by Prof. Samuel Lockwood, and most of them were in some way connected with the Battle. The attention of the visitors was called to the Museum by one of the country’s best relics, which was the old Court house bell, which was used in 1756. This was hung in front of the building, and could be heard at most any moment during the entire day.

Among the curiosities were: An old bayonet which was found on the Monmouth battle ground; an oration on the Death of Washington, by Samuel Stanhope Smith, D.D., dated MDCCC; a chair which was frequently used by Washington at the house of Sheriff David Forman, father of Lewis and grandfather of J. Conover Forman; flint-lock musket used in the Battle of Monmouth; a large cannon ball shot from the French man-of-war off Long Branch during the French and English war; a copy of The True American, published by James J. Wilson, dated Sept. 7. 1812; a copy of the Boston Gazette and Country Journal of March 12, 1770; several cannon balls found on Monmouth battle ground; a gridiron used by Molly Pitcher; sword-hilt and a screw used for spiking cannon, from Monmouth battle ground; pictures of Molly Pitcher, Thomas Paine, Dr. Livingstone, Col. Monckton; a Dutch Bible, printed 1773; a pocketbook used by Lawrence Ryder 1777; eye glasses used before the Revolution; five-dollar note used in Philadelphia in 1775; seal used in the Province of Georgia in 1772; scales used before the Revolution; whalebone corset stays 300 years old; British stirrup from battle ground. Besides these were some old furniture, spinning wheels, crockery, photographs, Chinese relics, &c, many of which were loaned by Thomas W. Ryall. 
2020 Membership Application

The Revolution in New Jersey had profound meaning. To help keep the past alive, we ask for your commitment in Protecting, Preserving and Historically Interpreting Monmouth Battlefield State Park, a Registered National Historic landmark, and the sites associated with the Monmouth Campaign of 1778.

Name
__________________________________________

Address
__________________________________________

City

__________________________________________

State

_________________
Zip Code
____________

CHECK ONE

New membership



Renewal

CIRCLE LEVEL OF MEMBERSHIP

Individual $20




Family $30

Senior Individual $5



Senior Family $10

Patron $100





Lifetime $250

Membership benefits include free entry at all Friends’ events and a 10% discount at the Gift Shop.

The Friends rely on membership and donations for much of our general operating budget. If you would like to make a donation above the membership dues, we would deeply appreciate your thoughtfulness. The Friends is a 501(c)(3) not-for profit organization and your donation is fully tax-deductible. Thank you.

Donation included in the amount of ______________________

FRIENDS OF MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD, INC. Box 122, Tennent NJ
REVOLUTIONARY WAR DAYS IN MONMOUTH COUNTY

FOMB Programs Tentatively Scheduled for June 2020

See Website for current status of these events

Events in bold occur inside the Park

June 7, 2020 (Sun)
Walking tour of the battlefield (Hedge Row and Parsonage). Meet at the Visitor Center at 1:30 PM.

June 10, 2020 (Wed)
General Meeting. “New Views of General Charles Lee at Monmouth.” Meeting held at 7 PM at the main branch of the Monmouth County Library, Symmes Drive, Manalapan.

June 14, 2020 (Sun)
Driving tour to visit the site of the American encampments at Ponolopon Bridge the day before the battle of Monmouth. Meet at Visitor Center at 1:30 PM

June 20, 2020 (Sat)
Annual reenactment of the Battle of Monmouth. Encampment and programs 10 AM-4 PM.

June 21, 2020 (Sun)
Annual reenactment of the Battle of Monmouth. Encampment and programs 10 AM – 3PM.

June 27, 2020 (Sat)
242nd Anniversary of the Battle of Monmouth. Special programs and tours 10 AM-4 PM.

June 28, 2020 (Sun)
242nd  Anniversary of the Battle of Monmouth. Special programs and tours 11 AM-4PM.

July 5, 2020 (Sun)
Walking tour of the battlefield. Meet at Visitor Center at 1:30 PM

Sundays


Craig House open 1-4 PM

Our mailing address is: The Friends of Monmouth Battlefield Inc., PO Box 122, Tennent, NJ 07763.

Our website address is: www.friendsofmonmouth.org
